OK, keep in mind that most of you aren't going to be able to pack this much stuff and tote it up to the playa. This is a generalists list which means that some of you individuals may want to cull just the necessities which you find here but didn't think about. Others of you will undoubtedly be travelling with large groups of people and will have amazing amounts of space to pack it in even if you don't use 90 of what's listed or suggested here. In any case, this list is NOT comprehensive although it represents a huge labor on the part of more people than just myself myself, it's always open to improvement.

By now you know - or at least have a general idea - that where you're going is 1) remote 2) barren 3) hot 4) cold 5) windy 6) flat 7) starkly beautiful 8) flat 9) very, VERY flat. This is serious, severe country. The playa is a 400+ square mile lake bed which once hosted a body of water similar in size to Lake Erie which receded not long after the last ice age. This Pleistocene lake known now as lake Lahanton once had a water level 600+ feet above the playa where you'll be staying. If you look closely along the mountains ringing the playa you can  see the remnant shore lines which look like dark linear striations. Those lines represent the ancient beaches when this are was lush and semi-tropical. The playa is stradled on two sides by separate mountain ranges and represents a very classic example of basin and range geology. The mountains represent 'horsts' (loosely translated as 'eagles nest') in German and the lake bed is a'graben' (loosely translated as 'grave' again a German term. The sediments which fill the basin (7000 meters deep in some areas) are alkaline in nature. The top 20-30 cm of playa is known as 'cruft' and is often loose even under the best conditions and is the source for so much of the ever present dust which gets into EVERYTHING you bring. This podzolic soil has a very ionic charge and tends to wick moisture out of everything it comes into contact with. It's also part of the reason that it clings so effectively to every surface imaginable. But enough of the geology.

There are items here that are not necessary by any measure and many of them can in fact be considered luxuries. On the other hand there are essentials which you must bring in order to get along without being a burden on either your camp mates or the city as a whole. To neglect some of these items/articles is just plain stupid of you and I for one will have no sympathy for your sorry ass if you fail to bring them. You've been warned. Still I'll post an asterisk ( * ) by those which are essential. Also (WIWIG) means 'worth its weight in gold'

It's also pretty important to remember that due to the isolated nature of The Burn that many of the things on this list are best picked up prior to leaving your house. After getting off I-80 from the Reno area there are very, very few places to stop for supplies. Those store which do offer supplies wil undoubtedly be packed with other Burners heading to the sam destination so it's likely that supplies will be either short or completely exhausted. What is available will be a bit more expensive relative to stops back in Reno or other larger more suburban areas. Having said that I've NEVER felt that the local folks were out to gouge folks heading out to the playa. You might even consider making a quick stop to check local stocks if only to get your first glimpses of the folks who'll end up being your neighbors as well as the great folks who put up with the 25 plus thousand people who inundatet their roads, stores, cafes and towns. With no further delay I (and others) give you The List.

The Essentials

Water (i.e. dihydrogen oxide, life, the essential source)- as an absolute minimum 2 gallons per person per day just for hydration. Another 2 gallons for washing (shower, shampooing, dish washing, rinsing, cooking, etc.) So if you and your best friend, sweetheart or parol officer are heading up for five days well, you do the math. I KNOW it sounds like a pain-in-the-ass. That's because it is. Water is weight and represents a good deal of precious cargo space in your Honda Civic but it's a reality of the experience that you MUST have enough to take care of all your anticipated needs. Remember, water is NOT available on the playa and its not very cool to assume that someone else is gonna have a few extra gallons to give up for you because you decided to go less than prepared. Gifting of essentials is one thing carrying your own weight is quite another. Unfortunately some folks can't seem to distinguish the difference-and sometimes that sucks.

Shelter (i.e. home, your crib, house, tent, dome, whatever) - also known as a shade structure although some of the abodes you see on the playa take the cocept to an almost holy level in their design, inspiration and execution. The purpose is obvious. You need a respite from the heat and sun during the day. During the summer temperatures can often exceed 110 degrees, At night temperatures and often do drop to mid-forties.  Winds can be excessive and reach gusts upwards of 90 mph. I'm serious. Such was the case about a month prior to this writing. Though not the rule, you need to know that this is a very real possibility so concept and design of your structure should incorporate considerable planning. You may want to consider constructing a shelter just to set your tent up under. Over the last nine years I've experimented with more than a few designs. PVC was for a while my material of choice when constructing my shelter, cheap, light and malleable the design opportunites are almost endless you can also derive maximum space with a minimum cost. My 20 year old North Face dome tent - a trusty 'Oval Intention' designed by Bucky Fuller himself has ridden out many a playa storm but space ended up always being at a premium. Still my tent inspired me to go to the next level. I now use a geodesic dome which I constructed out of 1/2" aluminum electrical conduit for less than $50. It has a radius of over 8 feet and will will sleep up to 7-8 people in a pinch. Most of you already have an idea of what your shelter is going to be made of and how you want it set up so I'll not belabor the subject any more. Instead here's a list of things to remmebr when considering your home on the playa...

- stakes  tent stakes suck. If a wind comes up your tent/structure WILL get blown away. Rebar is what you need. 24" - 36" lengths of 1/2" or 5/8" size should suffice depending on the size of your structure. Sounds extreme I know but well worth the investment. Count on a stake every two feet or so regardless of the structure size.

- Hammer/mallet 

- Rebar cap (tennis ball or plastic soda bottle)

- Tarps (blue or silver type - available at Home Depot)

NOTE: You might read elsewhere that you bring along a parachute or two to be used as the basis or covering for a shelter .Pay no attention to these people. They are on drugs. In other words, I suggest you forget it - especially if the chute is white. My experience with these damn things has been that on the playa they do exactly what they were designed to do - catch the wind. On a 400+ mile2 treeless playa where there is a constant breeze appx.80% of the time, parachutes do their job well. They catch the wind and tend to migrate in the direction in which the wind blows but not before they tear down your entire encampment trying to break free. You can snicker at your neighbors as they go scurrying like crazed rats trying to wrestle the damn thing down. It's quite a different story when the camp that's being torn to hell because of the wind is your own.

Parachutes suck for keeping out the rain when the occasional cloudburst happens. They DO NOT filter or obscure UV light. They are NOT light and breezy - unless you're willing to cut 20-30 6" chevrons into the fabric to allow for cross through ventilation. That's about all I have to say on the subject.

You've been warned.

What To Do?

Two words....

- Cammo netting. Yeah, I know, ugly, hardly decorative, makes your camp look like a gun-infested militia headquarters. Limited styles and colors and hardly up there on the Aesthetic Scale of Things. However, the stuff worlds.

Quite well.

Works very, VERY well in fact. About $60 for a single 10'x20' section. 

The great thing about cammo netting is that it obstructs appx 60-75% of all direct sunlight bearing down on you during the day. It allows for an absolutely FANTASTIC cross flow of air and will easily support tarps or other material thrown across the top of it to protect against rain. 

Other shelter related things...

- battery powered drill

- bungee cords (various lengths)

- rope/lanyard

- stay ties or plastic 'zip strips' (find at an electonics store) - helps in holding things together. Great for lashing your cammo netting to PVC of rebar

- Cloth backed tape - worth its weight in gold (WIWIG)

Auto

Shelter

Tools/Construction

- Leather Work Gloves 

Bedroom

(  Rug of some kind - even if it's a small one. Goes a long way towards making your tent/camp feel more 'home-like'

(  Pillows (lots)

(  Sleeping bag(s) ...but you knew that.

(  Sheets...used (check Goodwill) and blankets

(  ground cloth (tarp or plastic sheeting) or rug for each of your structures

(  Umbrella/parasol

(  Wide brimmed hat - straw

(  Sunglasses (several pair)

(  Folding chairs

* Bicycle(s)

* Goggles

* 

- A Water Bottle To Carry At All Times 

Living Room

Bedroom

Lanterns. You need something to illuminate your camp at night. Bring enough fuel to burn it for 6-8 hours a night. Test the lantern before you leave your

house or the store. 

Flashlights. Bring 3 really powerful lights, plus batteries for each night. 

- Warm Sleeping Bag 

- Folding Cot 

- 

Kitchen/Pantry

#1 COOLER FOR ICE ONLY

block, dry and crushed. You may consider lining the interior with aluminum foil for extra thermal insulation. Keep NOTHING but ice in one of your coolers. I can't stress this enough. Oft times the occasional block of cheese or piece of fruit is enough to run your ice. Depending on what place in the cooler (and forget) you'll probably end up imparting a subtle taste - or smell - that will all but ruin your supply of ice and drinking water.

#2 COOLER FOR LIQUIDS ONLY!

Water in bottles to be used either for drinking or as a mixer for such things as powdered Gatorade and such.

Rice dream (soy milk tends to last MUCH longer in the heat than milk)

Juices - ideally juices with a minimum amount of sugar. For some reason, sweet items - especially juices - tend to coat your tongue and make you feel parched during the day.

#3 COOLER FOR PERISHABLES (foodstuffs) ONLY!

Eggs (2 dozen)

Butter (1 box - unsalted)

Fruit (oranges, apples, berries) which you may want to keep outside of the cooler. 

Bananas tend to rot quite rapidly when placed inside a cooler

Watermelon, honeydew, peaches

Meats

Tofu

Fruit (except bananas)

Cheese(s)

#4 COOLER FOR WATER ONLY!

You'll appreciate having several bottles of water on the ice every day you're at Black Rock. Even though 95% of your water needs will be in containers stored outside or t least in the shade, a few really cold bottles become a very real luxury.

(  sponges (several) one for cleaning pots and dishes and general dust wipedown, one for wiping down feet, face, etc. - another small luxury)

(  pot scrubber

(  small plastic bottle containing dishsoap. You won't need the whole kitchen size bottle that you pick up at the Safeway.

(  trash bags - strong and sturdy. Anything else and you'll be cussin when that one bag holding the food scraps busts on you and the desert heat collides with the putrid smell. Bring a few extra for the neighbors who either underpack or forget all together.

(  kitchen matches or several good, dependable lighters

(  plates and eating utensils. Aluminum mess kit(s) to eat from are a bit easier to deal with. Pick up a cheap set at REI or any camping store.

(  Aluminum pot for boiling water and/or preparing dinner sized portions. Two of these Are A Luxury (AAL) but worth it.

(  non-stick skillet for other food prep such as frying. Assorted pots, pans and such. Remember to bring lids! Trying to cook up dinner for yourself and your camp mates can be exceptionally frustrating during a wind/dust storm. Serving dinner laced with playa dust sucks. Keep in mind that last year (1999) there was at least one day at the beginning of the week when the winds blew continuously and the dust was damn near unbearable for almost 24 hours. I'm not trying to put you off Gentle Reader but am trying to stress the power of preparation and anticipation. While I was eating Thai-curried chicken smothered in a coconut- peanut sauce my neighbors were screeching like banshees at the inept ways of their camp mate who had taken on the task of cook. It nearly got ugly. They ended up having dinner at our 'house' as I we had a lot to share.

(  coffee maker. If you drink coffee I'll not rant about how important it is that you bring along your own favorite cup, special blend (ground to your preferences) and French press . If you've ever gotten up early and wandered down to Central Camp for a Cup-o-Joe only to see the line of bleary eyed Burners stretching to infinity waiting in line like a horde of refugees for their caffeine fix, you'll appreciate this suggestion. I Can't Stress This Enough (ICSTE) 

(  Tea (see above) - Earl Grey, English/Irish breakfast. Screw that non-caffinated, herb Sleepy Time bullshit

(  Charcoal. You might consider bringing it along although I'm not sure what (if any) restrictions may be imposed this year on open fires at camp sites.

* Lighter fluid (goes without saying)

Zip lock bags. Store shirts, toiletries, film, anything you do not want covered in dust. EVERYTHING ELSE WILL BE COVERED IN DUST NO MATTER WHAT YOU

DO. 

* 

* Small Hibachi(sp?) or charcoal grill (Home Depot "El Cheapo" starts at around $7.50 - you might want to invest more understsnding that you get what you pay for). Butane gas would be excellent but not worth the extra effort.

(  One or two dish towels. Try to keep them segregated so that one is used Exclusively for drying clean items and the other(s) are used to wip down stuff. Cross contaminating by foodstuffs could be problematic as the heat will accelerate bacteria growth and could give rise to food poisoning.

(  paper towels 

(  storage boxes to keep your kitchen stuff segregated. Use one for dry or boxed food, one for canned stuff, another for kitchen utensils/plates/mess kits. Home Depot still sells the larger plastic versions for around $6/ea. Worth their weight in gold

(  Spices (salt, curry powder, pepper, Tobasco, etc.) and sugar/honey

(  Zip lock baggies (various sizes)- use to store small qauntities of stuff you feel might be essential to bring along - without having to tote the whole box. Great for storing glasses, meds and othe important/valuable stuff.

(  Coleman butane gas stove. Yeah, yeah...big, clumsy, ugly and heavy. MSR WhisperLites(tm) might be cooler and mor efficient but NOTHING beats these old work horses. Worth investing in ($50 @ REI)

(  Coleman lantern (with fuel -works with stove as well). 

(  Lantern mantles (4+ packages)

(  REI candle lantern ($15 at REI) They're cheap and great for reading a book at night or...setting the mood for bedtime with your honey.

(  Tea candles - small decorative mood setting candles that you can find uses for - especially if you make a few of those lanterns using brown paper bags laden with lots of sand as a weigh. Looks great in fron to you camp site.

* 

Porch

-Reading Material:  while much time is spent in revelry and camaraderie, quiet personal time is important and refreshing.  

     reading is a good outlet; and the playa environment and burningman community lends itself well to reflective and contemplative

     topics enjoyed as one lies cosily protected under a tarp and out of from the midday furnace.   some classic and appropriate playa

     reads (all most magic) that i've swallowed whole in past years include: 

                     - Desert Solitaire, Ed Abbey 

                     - The Solace of Open Spaces,  Gretel Ehrlich 

                     - The Snow Leopard, Peter Matthiessen 

                     - Cadillac Desert, Mark Reisner, 

                     - The Tao of Poo, Benjamin Hoff 

                     - News from Tartary, Peter Fleming 

                     - Wolf, Jim Harrison 

                     - The Land of Little Rain, Mary Austin & Terry Tempest Williams 

                     - Much Ado About Nothing, Bill Shakespeare 

Bath

* Several bottles of water to use just for washing your hands and feet - just a suggestion.

A solar shower. Very nice for the morning shower or the mid day shower. Be sure to being extra water for the shower. Plan on one gallon a day, per

shower. In comparison, your shower at home, if it is designed to save water, discharges 3 gallons per minute. 

* 

(  Shampoo

(  Bar of soap

(  Tooth brush and tooth paste

(  baby wipes. Sounds odd but you'll actually appreciate the relief they can provide - especially the ones wit lanolin. One of the problems with the playa dust (its actually magnesium and aluminum silicate deposits that that have worked their way down off any of the mountain ranges ringing the playa) is that it tends to really wick moisture out of damn near everything it comes into contact with including your hair and skin. Short of continually misting yourself down with water, there's really not much you can do to keep the drying out process from taking place.  Lanolin wipes go a looooong way towards retarding the chapping effects of playa dust which is compounded by the wind and the sun.

(  toilet paper. Bring your own. Going into one of those damn Port-O-Toilets is an ordeal in and of itself. The only reason to EVER go into one of those things is to cast your vote for a Republican. Still, if you must go there's no need to make the situation worse by using paper which leaves you feeling like you've wiped your ass with a belt sander. 

* big, fluffy, cotton towel - at least one.

(  Dr. Bronner's liquid soap. (REI) use for mosquitos, mouth was, shampoo, dish soap, etc. I don't recommend mixing it with cocktails. Use a base for a 'secret sauce' if your camp mates give you shit about your cooking skills. Gives them something to whine about.

- Sun screen - Bring plenty of SPF 25-40 is what you should shoot for as your basic protection. An 8 oz. tube will go fast. If you burn easy, bring a higher

SPF rating. 

- Lip balm. Bring plenty of it. Not only will the dry heat dry your lips, but the alkali soil will dry them out as well. 

* 

Wardrobe

- Dust Masks 

          - Goggles 

Leisure

- Folding Chair 

          - Rugs & Carpet Remnants 

A bike. The frontage road at Burningman is about 2 miles long. The space is big enough to accommodate the tents, cars and art projects of 25,000 people. 

a bike pump & repair kit. Trust me, tires go flat. 

A folding chair. Some place to sit and rest your feet. Costco has some lovely camp chairs for under $14.00. 

A squirt gun. A super soaker is not only a great weapon, but it can be used to drench people in the hot sun which feels wonderful. Be sure to bring extra

water for the super soaker. 

Commute

Fashion

Sunglasses. Consider bringing two pairs so when you lose one pair you do not go blind.

A wide brimmed hat. Pick up a straw hat if you do not have one. I highly recommend one with a leash or you will be chasing you hat down the esplanade. 

-Knit Ski Cap

Cool-Ties(TM); a neckerchief-thing that soaks up a lot of water, gradually evaporating

Groceries

Caffeine. If you have coffee in the morning you better have a french press or some Melita style filters plastic holder for your cup. Are you in a camp? Bring extra coffee for other people who will forget theirs. Be sure to bring the water for the coffee. Drinking water does not count. 

- Enough Food For Your Entire Stay, plus some extra in reserve:   Emphasize the kind of food that you're likely to actually eat

     even when you are hot, tired, and not hungry; things like canned fruit, fruit bars, and applesauce.   Fresh fruit that can take the heat

     and the battering of getting there -- like oranges, grapefruits, and apples (hard cooking types, like pippins and granny smiths) are

     super.   Eschew fay and easily damaged fruit like bananas and peaches as you won't want to eat the muck they turn into after a day

     or two on the playa.  Canned tuna wrapped in soft tacos with salsa is a good option for mid day meals. 

     Remember to also bring some filling and warm meals that will give your body something to burn to keep you warm during the cold

     (40'F) nights -- things like pasta, canned soup, bagels. 

     Here are a couple of dinner options that my climbing buddies and I used to eat when out in the snow -- meals that are fairly filling

     and yet enticing enough that you actually eat it even when you are hot and tired.  These are also a breeze to cook with one pot and

     a simple stove: 

          Pasta with fancy bottled sauce.  Use rotelli (corkscrews) or some similar sauce slurping shape that you can actually tame with a spoon -- the angel

     hair olympics loose their charm in the dark.  Bring a couple fresh onions and a clove of garlic to spice up this and the other dinners.  Also bring cans

     of green beans, corn, asparagus, and similar canned veggies that you like and throw them in with the sauce to supercharge it -- it makes a big

     difference. 

          Canned Chicken Soup (splurge for a brand that actually has some chunks of meat and veggies in it, like Progresso); then add a can or two of

     canned white meat chicken (which tastes terrible eaten straight but perks up nicely when heated in soup); add a bunch of canned veggies as well. 

     Bottom line -- you want to bulk up your soup into a stew.  Serve this with a lot of rice (3 or 4 of their fay "recommended servings" worth).  Uncle

     Ben's brand makes a type of rice that is boiled in the mesh bag it comes in; it tastes surprising good.  Avoid the "MinuteRice" brand as it tastes like

     shit and has all the nutrients processed out of it. 

          Canned Ham  (c'mon, blow the extra couple of bucks for a quality brand -- the european imports are usually good); serve this with canned

     pineapple, apple sauce, and perhaps some Tabouli (be sure to get the instant type of Tabouli, not the type that needs to be boiled, and you'll need a

     tiny bottle of olive oil).   If you are not game for Tabouli, pasta or rice will do.  Another good match is a type of "cocktail bread" that you can get at

     the deli counter of some of the swanker supermarkets; its usually available in rye and pumpernickel.  These are smallish (3" square), tasty, slightly

     sweet (good to do battle with the ham), moist (important), and holds together well on the playa.  Try them if you can find them.  A second starch

     option for this meal is whole wheat bagels (moister and sweeter than other types) served with some salsa to dip it in.   Most other types of bread dry

     out almost instantly and either get compressed to the size of a dime or turn into bread crumbs. 

      And oh yeah, take the time to strip off all that stupid and unnecessary packaging (especially for food) and leave it at home -- or

     better yet, do like ^,,^ and leave it right at the check-out stand.  Maybe this way we can convince those slimy corporate marketers

     that we neither need nor want all that silly trash. 

2.0 F O O D

                  I don't eat meat as a matter of choice but It is good to have some protein while your doing strenuous

                  exercise, Canned tuna works well, Also Smoked Tofu Shrink wrapped. 

                       3 Watermelon - have one a day, great for replenishing electrolytes and enzymes. 

                       1 Case PowerBars - don't taste too good but they will keep you alive in an emergency. Good for

                       energy if your on the go. 

                       1 lb Dried fruit (good for energy, helps to keep you from getting constipated) 

                       1 LB Each of Freeze dried Humus, Split Pea soup, Chile mix, etc (with TVP) 

                       5 lbs Trail Mix of choice (taste better than the power bars) 

                       2 lbs Granola 

                       4 cans Tuna 

                       4 packs Smoked Tofu or veggie cold cuts or tofu dogs 

                       1 bag Oranges 

                       2 pack pita bread 

                       1 LB Quick cook rice 

                       1 LB Oatmeal 

                       3 lt. Soy Milk 

                       3 lt. Fruit Juice (in rectangular containers) 

                       8 oz freeze dried onions 

                       2 LB cut carrots or baby carrots 

                       6 oz braggs or soysauce 

                       1 oz salt 

First Aid

Burn Ointment 

                       butterfly stitches 

                       Bacitrin 

                       Band-Aids 

                       Sterile Gauze 

                       alcohol swabs 

                       smelling salts 

                       rubber gloves 

                       eye protection 

                       ibuprofin 

                       iodine swabs 

                       ace bandage 

                       rescue remedy (good for bad trip cases) 

                       valerian 

                       thermometer 

                       amien pien (Chinese herbal sedative) 

                       B12 sublingual 

                       ginseng 

                       hydrogen peroxide 

                       snake bite kit 

                       saline solution 

                       digital blood pressure gauge 

Misc

- Foam Ear Plugs 

- A Water Bottle To Carry At All Times: the rangers have been told to politely, but 

Compass:  only truly required if you plan to go into the surrounding mountains or off into the East Arm of the Black Rock Desert --

     it is surprising easy to get disoriented in the "rollers" (rounded foothills) to the west of the playa or off in the East Arm.  But if you

     stay in or near the encampment you will surely see the dust by day, and the glare by night of "Black Rock City". 

- GPS

1 Camelbak Personal Hydration system (fill it up and cruise, hands free water, all the time) 

1 wool sweater (for really cold emergencies) 

                       1 cotton jacket (for cool desert nights) 

                       1 Bicycle (best type of playa transportation but don't take your best bike!!!) 

                       1 Pair 911 black front lace "coot" boot (light weight and strong) 

                       1 Swiss Army Knife (nothing even comes close.) 

                       1 Sunglasses 

                       2 Sharpie Permanent Marker (black) 

                       1 Whistle 

                       1 Magnifying glass, for inspection and starting a fire during the day. 

                       1 small binoculars (if you can afford it, get the night vision kind :) 

                       1 A good timepiece (any casio with a stop watch feature will do) 

                       1 Maps of the Area. 

                       1 Camping cooking kit 

                       2 cans sterno 

                       3 tarps to create shade 

                       1 30 meters of rope 

                       1 tent or other shelter, PVC tubing and tarps work well. 

                       1 ground cloth 

                       1 rug or blanket for inside the tent 

                       1 Air mattress. 

                       1 Maglight , batteries 

                       1 mini maglite, batteries 

                       1 Flashing red bike light 

                       1 mini CB radio or Ham Radio 

                       1 Fanny Pack 

                       1 pair wind goggles (for sudden dust storms) 

                       1 Hat 

-                        3 bandanas (keeps sun off your neck, good for wetting with water to wipe

Surveyors flags. People at Burning Man are great. For several years, we have bought those little wire surveyors flags that the people who set up the event

     use to mark things. If we are camped near a roadway, we mark the road boundary in front of our campsite with flags. If things are getting crowded with

     latecomers, we mark off an area around our camp with flags, and nobody camps there. 

